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 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) children exhibit range of behaviors that 

might have implication to their functional status. Studies shown parenting 

style may be influence by these behaviors or vice versa. Hence it is 

important to understand these relationships, as parents are an important 

team member in ASD children management. This study explored the 

relationship between the parenting style and the behaviors shown by the 

ASD children as well as with the family socioeconomic status among 

others. Parenting Style and Dimension Questionnaire (PSDQ) and 

Strength and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) were used in this cross-

sectional quantitative research involving 153 respondents. The most 

common type of parenting style was authoritative parenting (M=3.89, 

SD=0.43). SDQ analysis shown that these children showed behavior of 

hyperactiveness (M=5.92, SD=2.34), followed by peer problem (M=5.28, 

SD=1.98), prosocial behavior (M=4.85, SD=2.58), conduct behavior 

(M=3.22, SD=1.81), and lastly was emotional symptoms (M=2.67, 

SD=2.22). There was a moderate correlation between parenting style and 

behavior of ASD child. Authoritative style have significant correlation r = 

0.303** (P<0.01) with positive(strength) behaviors. However, there was 

significant correlation between behavior difficulties(negative) with both 

authoritarian (r = 0.380** (P<0.01)) and permissive (r = 0.330**, P<0.01) 

parenting style. Parents of ASD children in study preferred authoritative 

parenting style. Finding indicated the parenting style is influenced by the 

positive or negative behaviors of ASD children. There is need to explore 

this concept in larger samples that could help therapist to develop a 

management guideline the involves both ASD children and their parents. 

 

 

 

   

 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial 4.0 

International License. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Effective parenting is vital for a child’s development. [1] has identified three types of parenting styles, 

named authoritative style, authoritarian style, and permissive style. Each parent has a unique style of 

parenting to deal with any situation that they face. The parent who adopted the authoritative style usually 

practices a democratic parenting style that is both responsive to and demanding of the child. The 
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authoritative style was always portrayed as positive parenting and associated with optimum child outcomes 

especially in Western countries [2]. Meanwhile, the authoritarian style of parenting was known as 

demanding and directive but shown lacks in the elements of responsiveness and supportiveness towards the 

child [1] which results in negative perception among Western researchers that considered this style to be 

non-optimal as it has been associated with several behavior problems in children [3]. Next is the permissive 

style. According to [1], the parent with this style usually has low demand towards their child, and they like 

to be moderate in their responsiveness towards their children. Parenting a child is indeed a demanding task 

for any parent, however, when considering the case of a disabled child in the family, the issue will be 

different and more challenging for the parent. One of the challenging developmental disabilities is Autism 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD). According to [4], ASD is a pervasive developmental disorder that was 

characterized by impaired social interaction and communication, severely restricted interests, and 

excessively repetitive behavior. Rearing a child with ASD with a suitable parenting style is significant to 

ensure a more adaptive outcome in children with ASD. In Western countries, most of the parents with ASD 

children have adopted the positive parenting style; the authoritative parenting style [5]. Nevertheless, 

according to other studies, a parent with ASD children portrayed authoritarian parenting style as they were 

less sensitive towards their children however still provide more structure or have more demands [6]. 

Another study from [7] that was conducted in the Netherland, shown that parents of ASD children practiced 

a more permissive parenting style compared to authoritative and authoritarian in their children with high 

ASD symptoms. Meanwhile, permissive parenting style may not bring any benefit in ASD children that has 

autistic traits in term of obsession on routine, familiarity, and regularity [8]. 

 

While in Asian countries, according to [5], most parents with ASD children in Indonesia practiced a more 

authoritarian style. This may be due to the parent has difficulties managing the behavior and/or difficulties 

in communication. The finding of this study was supported by the previous studies within Asian countries 

such as Taiwan [9]. A study from [10], described the association between the parenting style and the 

behavioral difficulties and the positive behavior (prosocial) of a child with ASD. The major finding of this 

study was a parent who adopted a more authoritarian or permissive parenting style has ASD children that 

shown more behavioral difficulties. Other than that, children with greater skills in prosocial behavior had 

parents with a more authoritative parenting style. Therefore, it is important to apply a correct parenting style 

for ASD children. Nevertheless, here in Malaysia, there are still very few studies regarding this topic. 

Hence, this study aims to investigate the relationship between the parenting style and the behavior of 

children with ASD. Moreover, this study attempt to identify the most common parenting style used for 

children with ASD, to determine the behavior shown by the children of ASD and to determine the 

significant difference between parenting style with the demographic profile such as socioeconomic of a 

parent with ASD children 

 

2. METHOD AND MATERIALS 

 

2.1 Study Setting and Participants 

This study adopts a cross-sectional study. About 153 respondents (n=153) were recruited through the 

available source from the national Autism Malaysia’s social media group. Participation was voluntary. 

Respondents were who have an autistic child aged from 3 to 12 years old as required by the instruments in 

this study. Parents with more than one autistic child is dropped. So as respondents were excluded when their 

autistic child has other comorbidities such as global developmental delay, heart problem, and other 

syndromes (Down syndrome, syndromic features). Due to pandemic the survey was done online. 

 

2.2 Research Instruments 
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2.2.1 Parenting Style and Dimensions Questionnaire Short Version (PSDQ-Short Version) 

The PSDQ was developed by [12]. The questions in the PSDQ reflect the theory of parenting style by [1]. 

There are three types of parenting styles in this questionnaire, which are Authoritative, Authoritarian, and 

Permissive. The short version of PSDQ is a 32-item questionnaire that provides scores for each type of 

parenting style. There are 15 items regarding Authoritative, 12 items of Authoritarian, and 5 items for 

Permissive parenting style. This instrument used a 5-point Likert scale ranging from 1 to 5 (1 = never, 2 = 

seldom, 3 = occasionally, 4 = frequently, and 5 = always) and participants will report on how often they 

display the behaviors that were listed in the instrument. As for the scoring, a total score for each subscale is 

obtained by calculating the mean score of all items of the subscale. The highest score among the subscales 

will reflect the participants’ preference in parenting style. According to [12], PSDQ shown good internal 

reliability with the authoritative parenting style subscale has a reliability coefficient of α = 0.86, the 

authoritarian parenting style subscale has a reliability coefficient of α = 0.82, and lastly, the permissive 

parenting style subscale has a reliability coefficient of α= 0.64 [13]. 

 

2.2.2 Strength and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) 

The SDQ contains 25 items with 5 domains of psychological adjustment, namely hyperactivity, emotional 

problems, prosocial scale, conduct problems, and peer problems. This instrument is a multi-method 

instrument that consisted of a form that was prepared for parents and teachers to be used for children aged 3 

to 16 years old. While the self-reported form is available for children from 11 to 16 years old. This 

instrument used a 3- point Likert-type scale (0=not true, 1=somewhat true, 2=certainly true) which indicates 

how each attribute applies to the response. The SDQ is divided into two, which are the prosocial scale and 

the total difficulties scale. A high score in the prosocial scale indicates the strength, while the total of 

hyperactivity, emotional problems, conduct problems, and peer problems subscale will reflect the behavior 

difficulties. Total difficulties score was gained by adding the scores of all the subscales except for the 

prosocial behavior scale. Possible total scores range from 0 to 10 for subscales and from 0 to 40 for the total 

difficulties scale. The cut- off scores for this instrument will be able to distinguish the normal, borderline, 

and also abnormal symptoms [14]. The psychometric value of the SDQ is acceptable in aspects of internal 

consistency and test-retest stability. Furthermore, the concurrent validity of SDQ was good. Hence, it can be 

concluded that the psychometric properties for SDQ were satisfactory [15]. 

 

2.2.3 Ethical Approval 

The approval for this research was obtained from the Ethical Committee of the Health Sciences Faculty, 

University Technology MARA (UiTM). The respondents were ensured to have the right for self- 

determination, right to privacy, right to anonymity and confidentiality, right to fair treatment and equality, 

and right to protect from discomfort and harm. The information provided remains confidential and the 

respondents can contact the researcher if they have questions or helps regarding the study. All the 

respondents were informed that their participation is entirely voluntary, and they could refuse to take part or 

withdraw from participation at any time without penalty. All information was kept confidential by the 

researcher. 

 

3. FINDINGS / RESULTS 

 

3.1 Demographic characteristics 

A total of 153 respondents (n=153) has agreed to participate in the study, whereas 84.3% (n=129) of them 

are female, and 15.7% (n=24) of them are male. Most of the respondents are married with 95.4% (n=146), 

and the rest are divorcees (4.6%, n=7). As for the working status of the father, 89.5% (n=137) are 

employed, while 5.2% (n=8) are unemployed, and the rest 5.2% (n=8) was not applicable. Regarding the 
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mother’s working status, 41.2% (n=63) were employed, and 57.5% (n=88) indicate that they are 

unemployed, and the rest 1.3% (n=2) fall into not applicable. 

 

Respondents’ household family socioeconomic were being categorized into three different income groups 

which are Bottom 40% (B40) for income below RM4849.00, Middle 40% (M40) income ranging from RM 

4850 to RM 10,959.00, and lastly Top 20% (T20) for income above RM 10,961.00. The categorization was 

based on a report by the Department of Statistics Malaysia. The majority of the respondents were in the B40 

group, which is 98 respondents (64.1%) followed by the M40 group, with 42 respondents (27.5%) and 

minimal respondents were in the T20 group, with 13 respondents (8.5%). 

 

As for the child’s data, the majority of them were male with 80.4% (n=123) and female with 19.6% (n=30). 

Last but not least, is the children’s age, 59.5% (n=91) were 3 to 6 years old, 21.6% (n=33) were 7 to 9 years 

old, and 19% (n=29) were 10 to 12 years old. The profile of the respondents was tabulated in Table 1. 

 

Table 1 Descriptive information of respondents’ demographic characteristics 

Sociodemographic  Frequency (f) Percentage (%) 

Gender Male 24 15.7 

 Female 129 84.3 

Marital status Married 146 95.4 

 Divorced 7 4.6 

Working status (father) Employed 137 89.5 
 Unemployed 8 5.2 

 Not applicable 8 5.2 

Working status (mother) Employed 63 41.2 
 Unemployed 88 57.5 

 Not applicable 2 1.3 

Family Socioeconomic B40 98 64.1 
 M40 42 27.5 

 T20 13 8.5 

Child’s gender Male 123 80.4 

 Female 30 19.6 

Child’s age 3 to 6 years old 91 59.5 
 7 to 9 years old 33 21.6 
 10 to 12 years old 29 19.0 

 

3.2 The most common type of parenting style used for children with ASD. 

Descriptive statistic was used to analyze the most common and preferable parenting style that was used by 

parent with ASD child. There is no specific cut-off scoring for the questionnaire used (PSDQ-Short 

Version), to determine the preferable parenting style. However, the highest mean among the three scores of 

each parenting style will be chosen as the most preferable parenting style used by those respondents. By 

looking in Table 2, authoritative parenting style gained the highest mean with M=3.89 (SD=0.43), followed 

by permissive parenting style with M=2.76 of mean (SD=0.62) and lastly, authoritarian parenting style with 

the mean of M=2.20 (SD=0.51). Hence, the most preferable parenting style that was adopted by the parent 
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with ASD children is the authoritative parenting style. 

 

Table 2 Descriptive Analysis of Parenting styles (Authoritative, Authoritarian and Permissive) 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

Authoritative 

Parenting Style 
153 2.47 5.00 3.8954 .43325 

Authoritarian 

Parenting Style 
153 1.00 3.42 2.2075 .51238 

      

Permissive 
Parenting Style 

153 1.20 4.00 2.7660 .62567 

 

3.3 The behavior shown by the children of autism spectrum disorder. 

The strength and difficulties questionnaire (SDQ) was used to assess the behavior shown by the children 

with ASD, either it is a behavior difficulty or positive behavior. There are four categories of behavior 

difficulties being assessed by the SDQ which are conduct problem, hyperactivity, emotional symptoms, and 

peer problem. Other than that, pro-social behavior was the only category that will show the children's strong 

or positive behavior. The table has been tabulated as follow to show the result (Table 3) 

 

Table 3 Descriptive Analysis of Strength and behavior difficulties in children with ASD 

  N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

 

 
Behavior 

Difficulties 

Conduct 

behavior 
153 .00 9.00 3.2288 1.81911 

Hyperactive 153 .00 10.00 5.9281 2.34550 

Emotional 
symptoms 

153 .00 10.00 2.6732 2.22080 

Peer problem 153 1.00 10.00 5.2876 1.98903 

 

Based on the Table 3, most children with ASD have shown difficulties in hyperactivity and peer problem 

categories with the mean of M=5.92 (SD=2.34) and M=5.28 (SD=1.98) respectively. While for the conduct 

behavior and the emotional symptoms, it showed children with ASD have more difficulties in conduct 

behavior with a mean of M=3.22 (SD=1.81), compared to emotional symptoms, with M=2.67 of mean 

(SD=2.22). However, the mean of the positive behavior (prosocial behavior) was shown quite high with the 

mean of M=4.85 (SD=2.58). 

 

3.4 The association between parenting style and behaviors of children with ASD 

As in the Table 4, the value of r is 0.433** (P<0.05) which means the correlation was there and is 

statistically significant, between parenting style and behavior shown by ASD children. The strength of this 

correlation is moderate. Since the parenting styles have three categories (authoritative, authoritarian, and 

permissive) and the behavior of the children was also divided into two main types (behavior difficulties and 

strength behavior), hence the data analysis was performed again to analyze more on the detailed correlation.  

 

Table 4 Inferential Analysis of the Correlation Between Parenting Styles and Behavior Shown by ASD 

Children 

  Behavior 
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Parenting Style Pearson Correlation, r 0.433** 

 Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

 

From the Table 5, the correlation between authoritative parenting style and behavior difficulties shown by 

ASD children was found no association as the value of r =-0.084 is negatively significant with the P-value 

is greater than 0.05 (P=0.304). However, the result for the correlation between the authoritative parenting 

style and the strength or positive behavior shown by ASD children revealed to be r =0.303** and P<0.05, 

which means there is a fair correlation. 

 

Table 5 Inferential Analysis of the correlation between Authoritative parenting styles and behavior shown 

by children with ASD. 

  Behavior Difficulties Strength Behavior 

Parenting Style 

(Authoritative) 

Pearson 

Correlation, r 

-0.084 0.303** 

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.304 0.000 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

 

As for the correlation between the authoritarian parenting style and behavior difficulties (Table 6), it shown 

fair correlation with the value of is r = 0.380** (P<0.05). Nevertheless, for the strength behavior, the r-

value was negatively significant (r = -0.003) the P-value is more than 0.05, hence it is not significantly 

correlated. 

 

Table 6 Inferential Analysis of the correlation between Authoritarian parenting styles and behavior shown 

by children with ASD. 

  Behavior Difficulties Strength Behavior 

Parenting Style 

(Authoritarian) 

Pearson Correlation, r 0.380** -0.003 

 Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 0.967 

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

 

Based on Table 7, the permissive parenting style and behavior difficulties has fair strength of correlation (r 

= 0.330** and P<0.05). As for the strength behavior, the value of r = -0.191 was negatively significant with 

the P-value is in the accepted range (P<0.05), hence the positive correlation was there. 

 

Table 7 Inferential Analysis of the correlation between Permissive parenting styles and behavior shown by 

children with ASD. 

  Behavior Difficulties Strength Behavior 

Parenting Style 

(Permissive) 

Pearson Correlation, r 0.330** -0.191* 

 Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 0.018 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). 
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3.5 The significant difference between parenting styles with socioeconomic of parents 

Based on Table 8, the highest mean that adopted authoritative parenting style was from M40 with the mean 

of M=3.92 (SD=0.35) followed by B40 M=3.89 (SD=0.46) and T20 with M=3.78 of mean (SD=0.41). The 

result from the P-value was shown not statistically significant as the value is greater than 0.05. Hence, 

indicating that there are no significant differences among the three socioeconomic classes with the 

authoritative parenting style. 

 

Table 8 Inferential Analysis of Comparison of Authoritative parenting style mean score according to family 

socioeconomic. 

Variable N Mean (SD) F-stats P-value 

B40 98 3.89 (0.46) 0.457 0.634 
M40 42 3.92 (0.35) 

T20 13 3.78 (0.41) 

Total 153 3.89 (0.43)   

 

Based on Table 9, the highest mean that adopted Authoritarian parenting style was from T20 with the mean 

of M=2.26 (SD=0.51) followed by B40 with the mean of M=2.21 (SD=0.50) and M40 with M=2.16 of mean 

(SD=0.54). The result from the P-value was shown not statistically significant as the value is greater than 

0.05 (P-value = 0.746). Hence, indicating that there are no significant differences among the three 

socioeconomic classes with the authoritarian parenting style. 

 

Table 9 Inferential Analysis of Comparison of Authoritarian parenting style mean score according to family 

socioeconomic. 

Variable N Mean (SD) F-stats P-value 

B40 98 2.21 (0.50) 0.293 0.746 
M40 42 2.16 (0.54) 

T20 13 2.26 (0.51) 

Total 153 2.20 (0.51)   

 

Based on Table 10, parents in the T20 class have the highest mean of M=3.04 (SD=0.51), if being compared 

to B40 (M=2.76, SD=0.62) and M40 (M=2.69, SD=0.65). The P-value = 0.200, which means it is not 

statistically significant. Hence, this result indicates that there is no significant difference between the three 

socioeconomic classes and permissive parenting styles. 

 

Table 10 Inferential Analysis of Comparison of Permissive parenting style mean score according to family 

socioeconomic. 

Variable N Mean (SD) F-stats P value 

B40 98 2.76 (0.62) 1.625 0.200 
M40 42 2.69 (0.65) 

T20 13 3.04 (0.51) 

Total 153 2.76 (0.62)   

 

4. DISCUSSION 

 

4.1 Parenting Style Among Parent with ASD Child 

Parenting style is a vital issue in growing up a child, either a typical development child or even children 

with neurodevelopmental disabilities, such as ASD. Previous research regarding parenting a child with ASD 

has come up with various results. The finding of this study showed that the most common parenting style 
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among parents with ASD children is the authoritative parenting style, followed by permissive and lastly 

authoritarian parenting style. A study from [16], also led to a similar result which is they revealed that 

parents with ASD children shown the highest level in adopting authoritative parenting styles compared to 

permissive and authoritarian parenting styles. Authoritative parenting style was always portrayed as a 

positive parenting style and often results in more positive outcomes in children compared to the other two 

parenting styles; authoritarian and permissive parenting style [2]. Hence, based on our findings, we can 

conclude that most parents with ASD children adopted the positive parenting style, which is the 

authoritative parenting style in rearing their ASD child. However, few studies have different findings from 

this study. One of the findings is from a study that was performed in an Asian country, Indonesia. The study 

found that there is a difference in style of parenting a child within countries due to the differences in 

culture. The study has concluded that Asian parent with ASD child tends to adopt authoritarian parenting 

style compared to authoritative parenting style [5]. Moreover, according to [17], parent of ASD child tends 

to adopt permissive and authoritarian parenting style in rearing their child due to increased level of parental 

stress. 

 

4.2 Behavior Shown By ASD Children 

According to [4], ASD was mainly characterized by persistent impairment especially in reciprocal social 

communication as well as social interaction. Moreover, children with ASD also showed restricted and 

repetitive patterns of behavior, activities, or interests. The term spectrum in ASD refers to the levels and 

dimensions of variability in the manifestation of ASD symptoms that has relation with the impairment in 

ASD child’s adaptive behavior. A study from [18], revealed that among all the clinical manifestations, 

children with ASD have the highest prevalence of behavioral problems when compared with other children 

with other disabilities. 

 

The finding of this study showed that children with ASD have behavior difficulties especially in terms of 

hyperactiveness, followed by peer problems, conduct behavior, and emotional symptoms. Moreover, this 

study also assessed positive behavior (prosocial behavior) which the finding was also quite high, and it was 

higher than the conduct behavior and emotional symptoms in the behavior difficulties. The finding is 

consistent with the hypothesis and the previous study from [19], that shown ASD children with greater 

autistic traits had a higher likelihood of experiencing various emotional/behavioral problems such as 

hyperactivity, emotional symptoms, conduct problem, and peer problem and for the prosocial behavior, the 

result shown that ASD children demonstrating less prosocial behavior, which is inconsistent with our 

finding. Another study from [20] has found that the behavioral symptoms of ASD children when being 

compared to community sample, has shown the greatest difference in terms of hyperactivity, peer 

relationship problem as well as prosocial behavior. Meanwhile, a study from [10], who claimed that there 

are few profiles of behavior shown by ASD children, and one of them is ASD children shown high behavior 

difficulties while also exhibit positive behavior at the same time, which is consistent with our finding. 

 

4.3 Parenting Style and Behavior Shown by ASD Children 

According to [21], parenting style was believed to be able to directly gives an impact on the children’s 

behavior. Parenting styles were categorized into positive and negative parenting styles based on the 

outcome of the children [2]. In ASD children, parenting style plays an important role to shape the behavior 

of the children itself. Based on the finding of this study, parenting styles do have a relationship with the 

behavior shown by the children, either behavior difficulties or positive behavior. For parents who adopted 

an authoritative parenting style, this study found that this type of parenting style has an association with 

positive behavior in children. This finding was supported by the study from [10] that stated, most ASD 

children with greater skills in positive behavior, which is the prosocial behavior, had parents with more 
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authoritative parenting styles. Next is the second finding of this study regarding the authoritarian parenting 

style. In this study, it was found that parent with authoritarian parenting style has a relation in children’s 

behavior difficulties. This is consistent with finding from [22] that revealed, a mother who practiced more 

authoritarian parenting style was associated with a higher level of a child behavior problem. The previous 

study from [17] also found that parents who practiced more authoritarian and permissive parenting styles 

have ASD children with more problems in behavior regulation and poorer executive functioning. 

 

Furthermore, the third finding from this study is regarding a parent who practiced a permissive parenting 

style. In this study, parents who adopted a permissive parenting style have a relation in both behavior 

difficulties and positive behavior. This finding was supported by [10], who revealed that parents with more 

permissive parenting styles have children with many behavior difficulties while also display skills in 

prosocial behavior. 

 

4.4 Parenting Style and Socioeconomic Status 

Numerous studies have shown the association between a family’s socioeconomic status and the parenting 

style as it was indicated that socioeconomic status may influence the parenting style. However, the finding 

of this study showed that there is no significant difference between socioeconomic status in all three types 

of parenting styles. This finding is consistent with the study from [23], which has found there is no relation 

between socioeconomic status and parenting style as they have been rejected their hypothesis regarding low 

socioeconomic status will have a more authoritarian parenting style. Moreover, a study from [24] also stated 

that they have found no interaction between socioeconomic status and parenting style. 

 

Nevertheless, according to [25], socioeconomic do have an influence on parenting style as a family with 

lower socioeconomic status were more likely to practice a more restrictive style of parenting and only focus 

on the obedience of the child, whereas families from higher socioeconomic status, portrayed more parenting 

style that is warmer and focuses on reciprocity with the child. Another study that has found the relationship 

between socioeconomic status and parenting style was from [5], which claimed that lower socioeconomic 

status predicted more authoritative parenting style and less authoritarian parenting style. 

 

The absence of links between parenting style and socioeconomic status may be because parenting style is 

more influence by the educational level of the parent. According to [24], parents with a higher level of 

education will increase their coping strategies in exhibit positive parenting practice, while facing any life 

stressors such as financial restrain or the behavior difficulties of their children. Moreover, it is also possible 

that parents with either from lower or higher socioeconomic status may have the same working demands 

such as more hours at work and eventually preventing them to properly engage in positive parenting 

practices, and hence makes it no difference between parenting style and socioeconomic status. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

The parenting style that has been portrayed by parents with ASD children has an association with the 

behavior shown by the ASD child. Little did we know, parenting style has an impact on nurturing the 

personality and behavior of children with either child with typical development or even children with a 

neurodevelopmental disorder such as ASD. This study also highlighted the preferable parenting style here 

in Malaysia and its relationship with the behavior shown by children with ASD. Moreover, this study also 

calls attention to the relationship between socioeconomic status and parenting style of a parent with 

disabled children such as ASD children. Although there have been few studies that investigate the 

relationship between parenting style and behavior of ASD children, however, none of them were focusing 

on those variables as they mostly investigate it with another variable such as parental stress. Moreover, 
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there is still a lack of studies that explore the association between the socioeconomic status and parenting 

style of an ASD child, specifically in Malaysia. Thus, this study will be able to add a significant 

contribution to fill the current gaps in the literature regarding the relationship between parenting style and 

behavior shown by ASD children, as well as according to socioeconomic status. 

 

Therefore, the result in the present study suggested that the most preferable parenting style among parents 

with ASD children is the authoritative parenting style, and the behavior shown by the ASD children were 

mostly regarding hyperactiveness and peer problem, for behavior difficulties, and at the same time, they 

displayed prosocial behavior which is the positive behavior. This study also proposed that there is a 

relationship between parenting style and behavior shown by ASD children, however, parenting style has no 

relation with the socioeconomic status of a parent with an ASD child. 
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