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 Evidence of a necrophilism has been reported very recently in 

Bangladesh, and the accused had arrested and permit to the custody. 

Initially, reports on internet-based newspapers have been collected and 

facts are extracted to analyze descriptively. The search strategy is random 

on the internet based English and Bengali newspapers cover the event. 

Later on, interview with Investigation Officer (KI) has been conducted 

over phone. Each of the facts is integrated and a psycho-analytic 

evaluation is reported as per fact. The necrophile classified into 

necrostupum that characterize regular necrophilia in Rosman and Resnick 

as well as belongs to multiple necrophiliac category regarding Aggrawal’s 

classifiation. Associated with the empirical evidence, this disgrace activity 

can be explained by the environmental, under developed cognitive brain 

functions associated with addiction. Possible strategies integrated with 

detail neuro-psychological evaluation is recommended for necrophilia 

from the psychological perspectives. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Necrophilic events are uncommon and disgraceful among human civilization. It refers to a paraphilic 

activity that can be done by the normal-looking person irrespective of sociodemographic characteristics [1]. 

Historically, the necrophilic incidence was quite familiar in Greek, Mechoe, Indian and Egypt civilization 

[1– 4]. Soldiers and sailors in ancient history were often accused of necrophilic activities during returning 

the dead bodies for the last funeral [1], [3]. In the middle age, several cases were reported that provides a 

basis for the psycho- pathological concern in the criminological incidence [5]. One of the most ancient 

communities in India who are practised several dark magic practices and followed some rituals close to the 

paraphilia (necrophilia) [6]. In Bangladesh, stories about paraphilia (specifically necrophagy and 

vampirism) are found in the rural side of Bangladesh where the graveyard or funeral sites [7] but the 

incidence of human necrophilia is not evidenced before the event reported November 2020. According to 

the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorder in the fourth edition (DSM-IV), necrophilia is one 

of the paraphilic disorder [8] mostly categorized in fetishism (intense sexual behaviour with nonliving 

objects) and sexual sadism (intense sexual behaviour with a nonconsenting person) that depicts the sexual 

activities with corpses or dead bodies [9]. A necrophile (or paraphile) suffers from several psychological 
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disorders and substance abuse [10], [11]. Amid forensic events, necrophilia is an umbrella term covering 

the sexual activity with corpses and a psychological degradation in the biologically given instinct [12]. 

Therefore, it requires a close psycho-analytical interpretation that can integrate the abnormal psychology of 

human being in diverse perspectives. Several classifications of necrophilic activities are classified in several 

psychological aspects [13] by which the origin, nature and prevention can be applied. Besides, this type of 

behavior has little light subject to neurological behavior. In this paper, the evidence of necrophilia in 

Bangladesh has been classified and exert the nature of the necrophile based on the facts reported in online 

newspapers and key informant interview. Additionally, we tried to see the neuro-functional anomaly that is 

responsible for young necrophiliacs. 

 

2. Source of Information 

Preliminarily, the facts are collected by documenting online nation and international newspapers that 

published the news about the case. Later, a 20 minutes phone call interview has been conducted with the 

Investigation Officer (KI) of the case in 18 January 2021. The contact information of of the KI is provided 

one of the officer of Police Bereau of Investigation, Dhaka, Bangladesh. Researcher personally contacted 

him for assistance. He was present there and facilitated the interview over phone with KI. Interview with KI 

helped to verify the facts on the newspapers and get the detailed explanation of the case. 

 

3. Case presentation 

The case Munna Bhagat (MB) was a 20 years old young boy during his arrest, belongs to the lower caste of 

the Hindu family and lived in a rural area. His uncle is the Official Mortuary attendant (Shri Jatan Kumar) 

of the Shaheed Shohorawardi Medical College Hospital, Dhaka. MB was a dropout student from his 

secondary school and started the mortuary assistant job in 2016 at the age of 16 where he was mainly 

working as the assistant of his uncle. Later he helped to take the corpses to the morgue, assisted in autopsy 

and explain the corpses to the relatives. Besides, he also assisted in corpse processing for cremation and 

death certificate verification. 

 

At the age of 17, he often assigned by his uncle (main mortuary attendant) to hold the key of the mortuary 

and slept there at night. According to his confession, ‘My uncle went home at night and give me the key of 

morgue-ghor (mortuary). I stayed there all night sometimes with nurses, staffs including doctors and 

relatives. Sometimes I slept in a room nearby the mortuary alone.’ There is direct access to the mortuary 

from the room where he spent nights. He admitted that he started to sex with female corpses at his age 

nearly 18. He is selective to the bodies and he chose those which were non-mutilated, died by hanging, 

intake and teenaged (11-18 years). He used to sex with prior postmortem and in most of the cases, he did it 

at night. 

 

‘I did it more than 10 times with different dead bodies because there is nothing wrong to have sex with dead 

people’- he did not feel shy rather felt guilty on his deeds because ‘I did not rape or kill anyone’. MB was a 

drug addict, mostly yaba and cannabis as well as adult movies. IO reported that we found more than 35 

adult movies on his mobile phone where most of these were disgraceful. Besides, he had an uncontrollable 

love affair with her cousin (daughter of Shri Jatan Kumar, the main mortuary attendant). According to the 

Investigation Officer (IO), when the case (MB) feel affectionate (excited- in his word) for intercourse by the 

effect of drug and adult films due to his adolescent age, he started searching available bodies in the 

mortuary and engaged with as he got the body that matches his interest. MB admit this is wrong but as a 

morgue assistant, he had to handle 3-5 nude corpses every working day that also boost him to do these out 

of sheer excitement. The case did not feel the subjects were dead during sex- ‘I feel I am doing it with a 

sleeping body, not a corpse.’ According to MB, it is easy to do sex with dead bodies. No need to spend 
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money, efforts and easy to access as he worked as the dom assistant. The inquest report on the bodies 

showed neither any signs of injuries, coercion nor any sign of rape. Though he did not mutilate or harm any 

of these bodies during sex but erect inside of the corpses which suspiciously lead to the case into the light. 

 

After the postmortem, several cases were handed over to the CID for further investigation. Mystery comes 

around when postmortem record reported the presence of the sperm in high vaginal swab (HVS) among the 

deceases while the deceases were died by hanging (suicidal cases) and no violation or harassment reported 

before their death. After the DNA report of those suspicious cases, CID found sperm of one person 

constantly present in all the dead bodies since March 29, 2019. MB was arrested on November 20, 2020; 

confessed by Section 164 of the Criminal Procedure Code, under police custody. 

 

4. Classification and Discussion 

The accused was a young aged, lower caste of Hindu working as a dome assistant with his uncle and he 

enters in the job by his interests. He was quite choosy in the case of selecting the homicides as he did sex 

with more than 10 (ten) teenaged girls for last two years who were hanged by themselves and have no 

mutilation in the body. He is mentally psychedelic, fantasized and often addicted to drugs (cannabis and 

yaba). He did not think this kind of act is heinous as he did sex with these dead teenagers without harm or 

mutilation to the dead bodies. Nature of his conduits are cold and very intelligibly handled at his age as he 

is. He also had an unsatisfied love affair with a girl from where he often gets refused for love-relationship. 

  

Based on the newspaper evidence, the necrophile is distributed into the following distinction regarding the 

existing classifications. According to von Krafft-Ebing’s classification, the case falls on those type of 

necrophile who seeks sexual contact and no mutilation [14]. Hirschfeld described this type of necrophile as 

the violation of a person who was already dead [15]. His nature is most likely to the genuine necrophilia 

under the regular necrophilia [5]. He characterized by neat sexual activity with pre-existing corpses and 

having evidence of psychosis or schizophrenic that need to be diagnosed for the patients. He was of average 

intelligence, drug abused heterosexual but had no history of sadistic acts [5]. 

 

According to the Aggrawal’s classification, the case more of a manifesting the characteristics of an 

opportunistic necrophile but several activities indicated to the tactile or genuine necrophilia as the change of 

nature and opportunities he got over the time and become used to on the activities and also intensified over 

the period of necrophile acts [16]. The case of Munna Bhagat complies with a notion of increasing severity 

of the disorder rather a static diagnostic classification [17]. Doing no harm, sex when get opportunity, 

choosy for corpses and erect inside the dead manifest the characteristics of being an opportunistic [16]. 

Besides, doing no harm, get aroused by the contact with corpses and intensional engagement with the 

mortuary job while it is disrespectful indicate him as tactile [1], [16]. Studies also support that people who 

work in the morgues or funeral sites have solitary access to the dead bodies and this solicitation turned into 

the tendency of necrophiliacs [18]. Aggrawal exemplified one of the Rapoport’s descriptions of a 50 years 

old man who used to go to the funeral parlour, touch/kiss the body parts (lips or breast) as he got access and 

masturbate after returning home. These type of necrophile are fantasised with the specific part of the body 

regarding their age. But the case is also engaged with direct sexual intercourses as the evidence of sperms 

presented in the vaginal swab among all the corpses that indicate the regular necrophile [16]. 

 

Berman reported in his case study of thirteen years old boy that preoedipal factors can influence for 

necrophiliac activities and desires can be manifested [19]. Forensic psychologists found several motivations 

for these acts- like pleasure with a dominated body that shows no resistance or imagination of former 

romantic partner where they want to overcome deep isolation; the tenure of an obeying and non-refuting 
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partner; conscious sexual attraction to corpses; attempt to gain comfort or to infuse of isolation; 

unavailability of a living partner; addicted with drugs [1], [2], [5] that are manifested in the necrophile 

(Munna Bhagat). The characteristics indicate a conclusion matches with the independent form of sexual 

behavior, similar in origin, preoedipal determinants and manifestation to many characteristics that are 

frequently identified in association with other extraordinary sex practices [13]. 

 

On a serious note, morgue environment is more likely of inhumane [20]. As a mortuary assistant, one might 

deal with corpses with unusual conditions which including access of nude corpses. They are mostly on 

fatalistic mentality due to the social tier, their nature of job and risky behaviors including illicit drug use as 

a part of their daily needs [21]. Besides, the age of his engagement in the job is the decisive phase for brain 

maturation due to the immature dorsolateral prefrontal cortex [22], [23]. Additionally, this time is more 

likely to engage cognitive and affective process dependent on genetic factors with environment demand 

[24– 26] because the link of prefrontal cortex with sensory and subcortical brain [27], [28]. These neural 

imbalance subject to structural change of brain implies a high-risk taking time period for the emotional 

situations and resulted in selection of reward and emotional event available to them such as sex with 

corpses in this case, rather being rational [29], [30]. On the other hand, seeing the explicit sexual images 

(addicted to pornography and stealth access to the nude deceases affect in the activity of left putamen 

manifesting a smaller volume of the right caudate [31]. Therefore, the functional connectivity between the 

right caudate and left dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (fronto- striatal network) is comparatively lower than 

average person which manipulate the sensory information in response to stimuli [32- 34] with behavioral 

intensions, rules and rewards. In a result, inappropriate choice of activities such as addicted to drugs, sexual 

anomaly and paraphilia become more prominent [31]. 

 

Therefore, the act of necrophilia by the case indicated above might have a significant cause of neural and 

cognitive mal function associated with the job-related environment elicited with drug use and pornography 

at the age of adolescence. 

 

5. Conclusion 

Several limitations of this study including sources of information, limited access to the case, non neuro-

psychological assessment indulge the study findings. As this article is a case report, we do not claim to 

generalize these findings. The extreme clinical complexity of these cases requires careful further analysis. 

While the biography, the diagnosis or the relational mode of these patients may highlight the reasons behind 

their assault, the nature of the act remains a mystery. Despite lack of evidence, this study concludes that 

several psycho-social factors, drug abuse and other characteristics that are associated with abnormal sexual 

practices can explain the nature of the necrophile and classified in single or multiple categories. More focus 

should be provided to the neural anomaly integrated with mental assessment that lead to the sexual anomaly 

resulted in the necrophilia with the existing cases. 
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